November o

Twenty-{ourth
16 2

¥r. William R. Smith
No. 8 North Pifteenth Street
Phoenix, Arizona

My dear ¥r. Smith:

I have your very nice letter of October twenty-sixth disapprov-
ing my action relative to a request that the colored soldiers at
Huachuca be given opportunity to veolunteer to pick the long staple
cotton crop.

1 am appreciative of your letter, as T alsc am glad to hear from
all of our citizens, notwithstanding that we may not agree on

some particular subject.

I am quite sure there is a misunderstanding relative to my ef-
forts in this particular matter. I realize that many of
the soldisrs at Huachuea know nothing on pi
On 1and, I am sure that we will
re cotior

With no thought on my & of castir aspersions on the sol-

diers at Huachuca, or upon the color e as a whole, T requested

this assistance in our country's time eril. As you know, the
k.

the long staple cotton i

i
picking of s to the ﬁa‘ ffort. The
Secretary of War and the fecretary of the lavy are both insisting
that this particular crop be ﬁicx>ﬁ and be picked ‘* ,uldtely,

becaa se upon it depends the number of planes -- bomber and fighter —-
it in the air,

In order to accomplish this, employses and employers of stores, banks,
mercantile establishments of all kinds, offices of doctors, lawyers,
insurance companiss have been going into the fields to help pick

the crop. Their effort is not for the remuneration received but

es a patriotic duty.

Also, I have had the inmates of the State Priscn st Tlorence out
pickins long staple cotton and they are do 1n" a splendid jobdb,
too. Men and women of all siratas o? csociety and of all the
races that make up our great citizenship have beon contributing
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to this effort. Those employers and employees, men and women,
have nc objaction, because they are doing the seme work, a patriotic
work, that is alsc being done by conviets.

As to the soldiers at Huachuca, they would not be furloughed under
my request except that they would volunteer tc pick this cotton and
only those would volunieer who are experienced in thet kind of work.

It seenc Lo me Lhat one serves best where he is best qualified to
serve, whather in the army or civilian life

My request was that the boys at Huachuca be given the same privilege
that you and I have -~ that is if they are experienced in this work
and desire to volunte-r feor ih; that they be given a ’urlough that
they, too, can engage in it.

Any work that is vital to our country's war effert is honorable work
and no one, whoever they may be, should resent being requested to
perform it or resent being placed at it.

At this time T want to thank you for the fine support that you have
given me and to express my avpreciation. Also do T want you to
know that I am always glad to hear from you and always glad to have

your commenits, suggestions and eriticism, T am endeavoring to

make Arizona's government truly a pacple's government and I am
always glad to receive information and suggestions, and critieism,
too, from the pesople.

With 211 good wishes, T am

e OQrgtn




